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THE UNION PRINCIPLE. 


No books are published by the AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION without the 
sanction of the Committee of Publication, con- 
sisting of fourteen members, from the following 
denominations of Christians, viz.: Baptist, Me- 
thodist, Congregational, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran and Reformed Dutch. Not more than 
three of the members can be of the same denomi- 
nation, and no book can be published to which 
any member of the Committee shall object. 

This Committee also superintends and directs 
the labors of the Editor of the SOCIETY'S 
PERIODICALS, according to instructions from 
the Board; and no article of original or selected 
matter appears in any of them, to which any 
member of the Committee objects. 








CORRESPONDENCE 


OF THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


New York, Feb. 8, 1859. 
In the course of lectures at the Cooper In- 
stitute, on last Monday evening, the Rev. John 
Thompson, D. D., of this city, delivered one 
on the Life and Character of Hugh Miller. It 
was understood that he was the personal 
friend of Hugh Miller, and the lecture came 

forth with all the warmth of real friendship. 
The lecturer referred to many things in the 
life of Hugh Miller that will be valuable as an 
illustration for Sabbath-school and other 
teachers, as well as a fine encouragement to 
youth of limited advantages. At the age of 
eighteen he was still a hardy son of toil, 





delving in a stone quarry in a most retired 
and remote part of Scotland. 

With no books but his Bible and the Pil- 
grim’s Progress, he was left during his hours 
of labor to the use of only two great faculties, 
viz.: observation and reflection. True, his ob- 
servation was very much limited to the rough, 
unshapen stone as it was thrown from the 
quarry, and yet that was ample to constantly 
occupy his mind with the results of his obser- 
vation and reflection. 

After his day’s toil was over, he was ac- 
customed to record his reflections, and thus 
render them permanent. He said, weary as 
he was, he invariably found himself refreshed 
in mind and body by this exercise. Soon he 
wrote articles for a distant country newspaper, 
and finally rose to the position of accountant 
in a bank. 

After a time, a question of great importance 
agitated the debates of the House of Lords and 
the House of Commons. It had reference to 
church affairs as they stood related to the 
people. Hugh Miller wrote a letter upon the 
subject. It was published, and elicited the 
warmest encomiums of both Houses of Par- 
liament, as evincing a more thorough know- 
ledge of the laboring classes than any one 
had heretofore expressed. 

Out of this movement the “ Edinburgh Wit- 
ness” was established, and Hugh Miller was 
called by acclamation to the exaited and 
responsible post of editor. In that periodical 
he published, in chapters, his great work on 
the ‘“ Old Red Sand Stone.” 

Thus arose, almost by his own unaided 
strength, (except by the help of God) this 
laborious son of toil, with very few advan- 
tages except the God-given power of observa- 


tion and reflection, to the highest pinnacle of 


literary and scientific fame. 

Among the numerous noon prayer-meetings 
in this city, none are more important and in- 
teresting than the one that is held in the Re- 
formed Dutch Church in Ninth street, near 
Broadway, on the Union plan, every Saturday 
from 12 o’clock, M., until 1 o’clock, P. M. It 
is especially designed for children and youth, 
mothers, fathers, and Sabbath-school teachers. 
The body of the church is well filled on a 
pleasant day, and the services are conducted 
largely by laymen and a few beloved pastors, 
who are the tried friends of the children. 
Sometimes the children sing their sweet songs 
of praise, and they are often addressed in so 
apt aud touching a manner as to bring tears 
into the eyes of both parents and children. 

Mr. Lucius Hart will preside at the meeting 
on Saturday next, the 12th inst. 

A spirited movement is in progress among 
an influential and powerful class of various 
denominations and circles to establish a per- 
manent daily press of the very highest moral 
and religious tone. It will soon be brought 
to the consideration of the public. 

The children’s movements are so popular in 
our city at the present time, that our city offi- 
cials cheerfully lend their presence and coun- 
sels to our young people’s gatherings, 

Our former mayor, Fernando Wood, was 
often present, and addressed with words of 
counsel our Sahbath-schools and temperance 
meetings. 

On Thursday evening last, at the festival 
of the Sabbath-school connected with the 
Cannon Street Baptist Church, admirable 
speeches were made to the children by our 
present very popular mayor Ziemann and Me- 
tropolitan Police Commissioner Stillman, also 
by Captain Hart, the head of the Seventeenth 
Ward Police. 

Towards the close of the meeting Mayor 
Tiemann arose quietly, and said he saw from 
the reports of proceedings of the meeting that 
the little children were engaged in the very 

laudable work of mizsionaries in bringing 
the poor children into the Sunday-school. 
He then said to tke superintendent, “ Here are 


Me eet 





two five dollar gold pieces which I wish you to 
give, one to the boy, and the other to the girl, 
who shall during the next six months bring 
‘the most new scholars into the school.” Of 
course hundreds of scholars will thus be 
brought in. 

It is well known that a number of our city 
churches have erected, at a cost varying from 
$7,000 to $22,000 each, spacious and beauti- 
ful Sabbath-school rooms and missionstations, 
among which stands conspicuous those erect- 
ed by the churches of the Rey. Dr. James W. 
Alexander, the Rey. Dr. Adams, and the Se- 
cond Avenue Baptist Tabernacle. 
pleasure of 


I have the 
reporting other similar move- 
ments in progress. 

The Rev, Mr. Ganse’s on West 
Twenty-third street, have purchased grounds 
during the past week, and taken the prelimi- 
nary steps to erect another fine chapel, especi- 
ally for Sabbath-school purposes. 

Besides, an independent association of a few 
of our noble Christian young men, are moving 
quietly in a similar aggressive movement on a 
more enlarged and expensive scale. 

May heaven smile on and prosper these ex- 
pansive and needfvl outgoings of warm 
hearted Christian beneyolence, in behalf of 
our yet neglected children and youth. 

Nothing of more than ordinary interest oc- 
curred in our city churches or schools on the 
last Lord's day. Crepo. 


people, 





Boston, February 7th, 1359. 

It has been remarked that boys living in 
the immediate vicinity of our colleges are apt 
to be rude and profane. Without restraint at 
home, they copy from those few students who 
are “ wild’ and vicious in successive classes, 
and a few years of such training stamps them 
as hopelessly immoral, if not criminal. 

These remarks have been suggested by a 
visit which I have just made “down East.” 

The graduates of “ Old Dartmouth” will 
probably remember that the “towneys” of 
Hanover, as we used to call them, had de- 
servedly a bad name. 

Having lately spent a few days there, I 
was pleased to witness a very marked im- 
provement. To what may this be attributed? 
Most of all, I think, to the influence of a “ Boys’ 
Sunday-school,” kept by Miss § e. This 
excellent and self-denying lady felt it her 
duty, two years since, to attempt something 
for the moral and spiritual benefit of these 





school with two or three pupils. 
in numbers and interest till now. 


It has grown 

More than 
sixty boys and young men haye passed under 
her training, and the school numbers nearly 
forty regular attendants. The most endear- 
ing connection seems to exist between Miss 
8 e and “her boys.” She has subdued 
their roughness, and governed them solely by 
the power of Christian love, receiving from 
them, at different times, 
tokens of their regard. Let no one imagine 
that a Sabbath-school ean only be carried on 
with a certain amount of external machinery 
—just so many officers, teachers, and classes. 

Here we find a number of the rudest boys 





several affecting 


collected by a single lady, and, by her per- 
sonal influence and the truths of the Bible 
presented in the most direct and simple form, 
becoming docile, respectful, moral, completely 
transformed in outward demeanor, and some 
of them “new creatures in Christ Jesus.” Two 
or three of these last, whose religious expe- 
rience has been very interesting, are now aim- 
ing at a college education, with the brightest 
prospects of usefulness in the service of a 
newly found Saviour. 

They would probably never have aspired to 
anythirtg higher than running in the street, 
had it not been for this humble Sabbath- 
school, and the personal efforts of its con- 
ductress. 

Who can say, in view of this, that the Sun- 
day-school, and even the Mission Sunday- 
school may not exist under the very eaves of our 
New England colleges, as tributary to them, and 
corrective of that evil influence which inci- 
dentally flows from them ! 

The meeting of our “City Missionary Soci- 
ety,” to which I referred last week, was for 
business, and only preliminary to a more ge- 
neral meeting held last Sabbath eve, at the 
“Old South” Church. 
great interest. 

The Rey. A. L. Stone read the annual re- 
port, and drew a striking parallel between the 
“poor neglected and abandoned” whom this 
society endeavors “to seek and to save,” and 
those respectable but hardened sinners who 
attend our churches on the Sabbath, and listen 
to the gospel with stolid indifference for weeks 
and years, without yielding to its claims ! 

The former he considered in many respects 
the more hopeful. 

The Rev. Mr. Boynton, City Missionary, in 
an admirable address, gave a practical view 
of the subject, illustrating by his own experi- 
ence, and giving a particular account of the 
“Union Chapel” in East Boston. Union of 
effort he deems indispensable in this cause. 
The Rey. H. M. Dexter, of the Pine Street 
Church, spoke upon the Mission-schools as con- 
nected with the city missionary work. 
of these are now supported in Boston. 
Visit the poor outcasts of our city, who have 
grown old in sin, and converse with them 
about the Saviour, and you make but little 
impression. It is like holding a spirit lamp 
under a large bar of iron. The iron must be 
cast into a furnace in order to be melted; 
the little rods which compose the bar are far 
more easily fused than the welded mass! So 


It was an occasion of 


Nine 





boys, and, unaided by others, commenced her 


the Bible training of the Mission-school, 
through a course of years, softens and moulds 
the hearts of those children (the “ little rods”) 
who attend it; and they often carry its influ- 
ence to the homes and hearts of their parents. 
This training, moreover, has a RBACTIVE 
effect, of great value upon those who admi- 
nister it. 
Christians, whose hearts are warmest, who 
shine most in the prayer meeting, who are 
most ready for every good word and work, are 
those who engage in this voluntary, self- 
assumed missionary labor. 
God's spirit seems more than ever to be 
moving for the masses of ourcity. The open. 
ing of a new prayer meeting at the “ Globe 
Hall” is eviden@of this; and next Sabbath 
evening we too, in imitation of our New York 
brethren, propose to have the “ gospel preach- 
ed to the poor” in the Boston Theatre. 
More of these two latter items in-my next. 
8. 





Hartrorp, Conn., Feb. 7th, 1859. 

Your paper is cordially welcomed in Con- 
necticut. A medium of communication be- 
tween Sunday-School Teachers in different 
parts of our land has been long desired 
amongst us, and we are pleased that this 
need is now so satisfactorily supplied. 

The Sunday-school cause in this State is on 
the advance, and a steady increase of interest 
in itis apparent in all denominations. Our 
State Conventions have done much for us, 
and while some of our county Secretaries are 
actively at work, a missionary, sustained by 
the American Sunday-School Union, is oc- 
cupying his whole time in endeavors to 
arouse our community more thoroughly, and 
to provide for our waste places. The Rey. 
B. W. Chidlaw passed a portion of December in 
Connecticut, and stirred many to fresh inter- 
est in the operations of your noble Society, 
receiving some pleasing evidences of sympa- 
thy with him in his western work. The Ju- 
venile Missionary Association of the Second 
Congregational Sunday-school, Norwich, do- 
nated one hundred and fifty dollars to be ex- 
pended in his field; while a few young misses 
in the South Congregational Sunday-school, 
of this city, have recently sent fifty dollars to 
him, with a condition that he shall give a 
name to their little sewing circle by which 
this money was raised. 

The Rev. Dr. Walter Clarke, who has taken 
an active interest in our State movements in 
behalf of Sunday-schools, preached his fare- 
well sermon, in this city, before leaving for 
the Mercer Street Church, in New York, on 
Sabbath evening, Jan. 30th. His text was, 
Philipians, [V., 9, “Those things which ye 
have both learned, and received, and heard, 
and seen in me, do; and the God of peace 
shall be with you.” 
Rey. Dr. A. N. Littlejohn, of New Haven, 
preached the Term sermon before the students 
of Trinity College, at St. John’s Church, in 
this city, from Hebrews, XIIL., 9, “‘ Be not car- 
ried about with divers and strange doctrines.” 

That was a delightful manifestation of the 
spirit of Christian union which is mentioned 
in the notice of the recent decease of the Rey. 
Charles B. Ball, pastor of the Congregational 
Church at Wilton, in this State. During his 
illness, no friend seemed more anxious as to 
his state of health, or ministered more gently 
and gratefully to his wants than the Rev. L. 
B. Stinson, rector of the Episcopal Church in 
At the funeral of Mr. B., this 
warm-hearted brother evinced the 
feeling, and declined an invitation to a place 
on the platform, expressing his desire to sit as 
& mourner on the sad occasion. 

The Rey. L. B. Rockwood, of Rocky Hill, 
one of the most efficient Sunday-school pas- 
tors in our State, has been tendered the ap- 
pointment of District Secretary of the Ameri- 
can Tract Society for Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of the Rev. Amos Savage. Mr. Rockwood has 
the matter under advisement. 

On the evening of Sabbath, Jan. 30th, a 
Union Sunday-School meeting was held in 
the First Baptist Church, New London; that 
new and commodious structure being well 
filled with an attentive audience, who were 
addressed by H. Clay Trumbull, Esq., our State 
Sunday-school missionary. 

On Wednesday of last week, the new house 
of worship of the Baptist Church at West 
Hartford was dedicated, the sermon being 
preached by the pastor, the Rev. Elisha Cush- 
man, late of Deep River. This church was 
organized less than a year since, being the 
first of the denomination in the town. A 
flourishing Sunday-school is already under its 
auspices, and the whole enterprise seems to 
promise well for our Master’s cause. 

GLBANER. 


the same town. 





Rome, N. Y., Feb. 7, 1859. 

The Rey. Mr. Goss, wtnleaet? from Ne- 
braska, visited this place last week, and ad- 
dressed the children of the various congrega- 
tions at the Presbyterian church in the after- 
noon, and an adult audience in the evening. 
The attendance was large and interested. 
Especially did the expositions made in the 
evening, of the wants of the West, and the 
operations of the American Sunday-School 
Union in Nebraska and elsewhere, make a 
strong impression upon the people of this 
community who were present to hear it. All 
felt it was a great and good work, and one in 
which the American Sunday-School Union 
should be assisted by the church. 
The result, it is hoped, will be seen in the 





The same evening, the 


deepest 


liberal contributions from the churches here, to 
send libraries if not a missionary to the des- 
titute children of the great West. Mr. Goss’s 
address before the Utica Presbytery, the week 
previous, was a happy effort, and his labors, 
as well as those of his fellow missionaries, 
have done much to enlist the sympathies of 
the church in this region in behalf of the en- 
terprise in which your noble Society is en- 
gaged. K. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


THE DYING CHILD. 


Sheltered beneath a towering hill, 
A time-worn cottage stood ; 

Its front all screened from eve te sill, 
With wild vines from the wood. 





A widow there shed bitter tears, 
With no companion, save 

The only child of seven years, 
Her heavenly Father gave. 


That little child, her mother’s all, 
Lay suffering in her pain ; 

A crushing stroke was soon to fall, 
On that turn heart again. 


Death's sable wings were fluttering near 
That cottage by the hill ; 

Nor earnest prayer, nor burning tear, 
Could change the potent will. 


“ Mother,” the little sufferer said, 
“Why weep such tears for me? 
Bright angels wait around my bed, 

To take me Christ to see. 


“ He’s now in Heaven, though once on earth 
He little children blest ; 

With outstretched arms he’s waiting there, 
To fold me to his breast.” 


“My child, where learned you truth like this? 
Who told you of his love? 

And that one day you’d know the bliss 
Of Jesus’ heaven above?” 


“T learned it at the Sunday-sclfool, 
’Twas there my mind was stored; 

My teacher said ’twas Bible truth, 
And I believed her word.” 


The anguished mother took the child 
Within her arms to rest ; 

And there she breathed her life away, 
Upon that loving breast. 


Oh, teacher can you weary be 
Tn your great work of love, 
When little children you may teach, 
The way to heaven above? 
Tompkinsville, Jan. 25th, 1859. 


J.V.T. 


if I had the ability, would not permit of a 
reference to all, oreven to a majority of these; 
but do we not find, in the lives of an Eliza- 
beth Fry, a Hannah More, and a host of others, 
that in active labor for Christ, woman has 
been a valuablé participant? 

The Church of Rome has not overlook- 
ed the fact, that her female membership 
might be made to play an important part, 
and gives us a practical illustration of 
this in the organization of such societies 
as the Sisters of Charity, and kindred as- 
sociations. Shall our glorious Protestant- 
ism have no Sisters of Charity? Shall 
we see many of our own sex sever the 
ties of nature and affection, devoting them- 
selves to a living death, and we, whose souls 
have been lighted with a knowledge of the 
true God, be content with a mere enjoyment 
of the spiritual blessings of our religion, 
without telling others what a dear Saviourwe 
have found ? 

Perhaps, to many, the idea of woman being 
an active participant in any of the efforts 
for bringing a sinful world to Christ, is 
synonomous with that of ‘“women’s-right,” 
and other like reforms; but this should not 
deter us from doing our duty. Whilst we ever 
advocate the full performance of home duties 
and social duties, we believe that in very 
many instances, no sacrifice of these is de- 
manded, in order that woman may co-operate 
with man in his labors for Christ. The plea 
of home, and home duties, so frequently 
urged as reasons for not engaging in the 
active duties of Christianity, by many a pro- 
fessed female follower of Christ, has been 
found to be a very convenient refuge for 
those who were still not so much absorbed in 
these duties but that they found time for 
fashionable calls, and senseless and sinful 
gossip. 

When we contemplate this city of churches, 
the majority of whose members are females, 
we ask is this part of the church doing its 
duty? Alas, we fear not! Nor is it exclu- 
sively their own fault, Whilst during the past 
year the church and the ministry have taken 
an active interest in Young Men’s Associa- 
tions, and the pulpit and platform have been 
loud in their eulogy of the zeal of young men, 
we have heard little or nothing of what wo- 
man might do. In reply to this, many may 
say, are not women engaged in our Sabbath- 
schools, and in the distribution of tracts? 
The answer is, in a city with a population 
like this, are there not enough Christian 
women who, in addition to these duties, 
would be willing to join in any concerted 
plan of action for the dissemination of the 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


CHRISTIAN FEMALE LABOR. 





The age and country in which we live, are 
pre-eminent for the number of their systems 
and organizations of practical Christian bene- 
volence, and yet, diversified as these efforts 
are, there still remains much to be done. 
When we look upon the great mass living 
totally regardless of the interests of their 
soul, we feel that now, as of old, the harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. 
The past year, in reference to the active part 
which the lay membership of the church have 
taken in bringing souls to Christ, has, per- 
haps, been unprecedented in the history of 
Christianity. In this work almost every 
variety of age, circumstance, and condition, 
has had its representative. Nor has it been 
exclusively confined to the male membership ; 
females have, to some extent, though a limited 
one, engaged in this glorious work, and it is 
with the sincere desire that they may be 
stimulated to greater usefulness, that I 
would submit a few thoughts upon this sub- 
ject. 

In reviewing the history of Christianity 
from its rise among the hills of Judea, until 
the present day, we find that woman has had 
a share in its activities, as well as participated 
in its personal blessings. The annunciation of 
the advent of him, “ Who was to bring glory to 
Godin the highest, on earth peace, and good will 
toward men,” was made to a woman. As 
we follow the history of that “ Babe of Beth- 
lehem,” after entering upon his public minis- 
try, we find that many of the most touching 
incidents, as well as the most hallowed me- 
mories of the Saviour’s life, are associated with 
woman, By the side of Jacob’s Well, at the 
house in Bethany, in the approach of the 
guilty Magdalene, and in that hour when 
alone he trod the wine-press of the wrath of 
God, when even amid its unutterable an- 
guish, he remembered his mother, and made 
provision for her future comfort, we see evi- 
dences of the Saviour’s love for, and interest 
in woman, an interest which we doubt not 
was appreciated by her, for do we not know 
that woman was last at the cross, and earliest 
at the sepulchre? 


In the subsequent history of Christianity, 
we find reference made by the great Apostle 
to those women who have helped us in 
the gospel, as well as other allusions of a 
similar character; and in post-apostolic 
days do we not find women to have been 
participants in the active duties of Christi- 
anity? Have not many of the places that are 
dear to ‘the Christian, because hallowed by 
the Saviour’s life and sufferings, been pre- 
served through the piety and energy of a wo- 
man? In taking but a cursory survey of 
the Christianity of the past, we find many 
names of women, illustrious for their zeal in 
the cause of Christ. Our present limits, even 





principles of Christianity, particularly among 
the younger portion of their own sex? 

We have recently heard, with much plea- 
sure, of the formation, on the plan of the 
Young Men’s Association, of a Ladies’ Chris- 
tian Union in the city of New York, and we 
sincerely hope that the day may not be far 
distant, when there shall be kindred associa- 
tions all over our country. The main object 
of the Young Men’s Association, we under- 
stand to be the moral and spiritual elevation 
of the young men of our land. Important as 
we acknowledge this to be, it is, if anything, 
less so than an attention to the same interests 
in the other sex; for does not past experience, 
as well as our own consciousness, tell us that 
God has given, to a great extent, the forma- 
tion of the character of our race to woman ? 
If this be so, will not their moral and 
spiritual welfare be in proportion to her own? 
Whilst we heartily sympathise with Chris- 
tian men, in their concerted efforts to save 
their brothers, we believe that upon: the wo- 
men of the church devolves the no less noble 
work of rescuing their sisters from the power 
of sin, and by their sympathy and prayers 
encouraging them to walk in the narrow way. 
Just think what a field for such action a 
large city like ours is! Think of the thousands 
of poor girls, of different temperaments and 
ages, the vicious and the pure, brought into 
close contact, in our work-shops, factories, 
and the like. Think of the many evil influ- 
ences surrounding them, the allurements 
which beset their path, in going and return- 
ing from their daily labor ; and will not even 
these be reasons sufficient for the organization 
of an Association, whose principal object will 
be the moral and spiritual welfare of this large 
class. Oh, who can estimate the vast good 
that could be accomplished in this way; the 
thousands of the young and thoughtless saved. 
Ob, who can tell into how many homes such 
an association would bring joy and gladness ; 
how many mother’s hearts would it cause tore- 
joice; how many who are now wandering on 
the bleak mountains of sin, might it be the in- 
strument of bringing to the Shepherd and 
Bishop of their souls. 


Sisters, are not these motives sufficiently 
elevated, are not these powerful enough 
to incite us to do all we can in so noble 
a cause? If these be not potent enough to 
move you, through the eye of faith, across 
the vista of time, to that day when you, 
with them, will stand before the’ righteous 
Judge, to receive your reward, think you it 
will add nothing to the joys of your eternal 
home, to know that you have been the 
instrument of leading a soul to Christ, to 
meet in the shining realms of the blest; to 
find that some simple word of sympathy 
which fell from your lips, and long ago for- 
gotten, should have been the turnihg point 
in the history of some erring one, which but 
perchance, for this, might be with the lost 
in perdition. F. H. 











“You need to sisi more sober -~ 
spect, in order to succeed in life,” said a man 
of wisdom, to a young man who, at 
exhibited more than the ae 
ness of youth. 
“Tam very careful how I a 
all matters of importance,” 
It is trae that there is a distinctio " 
the important and the unimportant ; se 
human actions are concerned, it is very diffi- 
cult to draw the line of distinction. An ac- 
tion, which, at first view, would seem to 
to belong to the class of unimportant actions, 
may be followed by consequences of amaz- 
ing importance. If the importance “of ac- 
tions be determined by their consequences, 
then, many actions apparently trivial, are 
unspeakably important. 
There was a revival of religion in a village 
in the State of New York. There were in the 
village a number of young men, who were 
strongly opposed to religion, and endeavored 
to strengthen one er against the influ- 
ence which was bringing to the Saviour’s 
feet many who were hardened in sin, One 
evening they were together when the bell rang 
for meeting. The leader of the party turned. 
to one whose parents were members of the ~ 
church, and said to him, jocosely, “ You had 
better go to meeting; you were brought up 
religiously.” 

“Perhaps I had,” said the young man, 
rising with what seemed to his friends an af- . 
fected gravity, and leaving the room. 

His companions supposed he would be ab- 
sent for a few moments only; but somewhat 
to their disappointment, he did not return. 
When he left the room, he had no thought 
of going to the place of meeting; but, he had 
scarce closed the door, before he had formed. 
the resolution to go. He hardly knew what 
led him to form the resolution. He was sure 
the idea of going would not have occurred to 
him, but for the Reet remark above re- 
corded. - 

lo weakteebeleeails He paid little or 
no attention to the introductory services, but 
the utterance of the text reached his heart. 
The text was that emphatic declaration of 
Christ, “Ye must be born again.” He was 
ever after aceustomed to speak of that text as 
one of the arrows of the Holy Ghost. He 
became a converted man, 
in behalf of that cause, which he had com- 
bined with others to oppose. j 

In this case, a thoughtless, sportive remark 
was followed by consequences which eternity 
only can fully reveal. 

In another revival, a young man was 
awakened, but through false shame, concealed 
the fact, even from his most intimate Chris- 
tian friends, He kngw that he was trifling 
with the Holy Spirit, and trembled lest he 
should lose his convictions. He at length re- 
solved that he would go to the inquiry meeting, 
and thus confess that he desired to be saved. 
He waited for an acquaintance who would 
have to pass by his residence as he went to 
the meeting. That acquaintance was de- 
tained at home by a trifling accident. In con- 
sequence, the young man did not go to the 
inquiry meeting. He continued to conceal 
his conviction. In a few days he was called 
to take a journey to the Western States, His 
anxiety respecting his soul was soon at an 
end. The last state of that man was worse 
than the first. 

Since such important consequences flow 
from apparently trifling acts, it is not strange 
that the Bible commands us to be sober and 
watchful, and unceasing in prayer; and in- 
forms us that for every idle word, an account 
must be given in the day of Judgment. 

A. B. 





BLIND UDI'S PRAYER. 

Among those who attended the old Native 
Chapel at Cape Palmas, was Udi, a blind wo- 
man; she had come so often and so regularly, 
that she knew the way without a guide. She 
seemed to love to hear of God, and as she 
walked to her house in town, often repeated 
the name of Jesus, God’s Son, who died for 
me. The war of 1857 came, the towns were 
burned, the natives scattered. 

For more than a year the missionary heard 
nothing of Udi. Within the past month, Udi 
was led to his house at the Cape, and he 
asked her if she had forgotten God’s things. 
No, she remembered them and God’s Son. 
“What was his name?” ‘Jesus; he died 
for my sins, and the sins of the world.” 
“And do you pray to God, Udi?” “ Yes; 
night and morning I kneel on my knees and 
pray.” “And what do you ask God?” She 
then repeated the following prayer : 

“Our Father, who art in Heaven, who made 
all things, who made the earth, turn my heart 
towards thee. Because I have broken thy 
+ holy laws, forgive me, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
All the sins I haye committed, help me to 
leave them. Give me thy Holy Spirit. For- 
give us; take bad fashion away from us ; 
give us good fashion, and™let our hearts alt 
go to God, I pray for all church people, for 
the Bodia Tibawa, and head men, for Jesus 
Christ's sake.—Spirit of Missions. 





Monsy ano Poverty.—A shrewd old gen- 
tleman once said to his daughter, “ Be sure, 
my dear, you never marry a poor man; but 
remember, the poorest man in the world is 
one that has money and nothing else.” 
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theirs, as a real, living, acting presence 


which they cannot ignore, which they can 
and must feel. This, and this only, is teach- 
ing. To sit before a class, and inertly hear 


first one child say a verse, and then another 
say a verse, and then another, the rest of the 
class, except the one repeating, being all the 
while apparently as Completely unaware Of] homes of the poor. 
the 'teacher’s presence as if he were in Tim- 
buctoo, or they in the street or the play- 
_ground, surely, this is not teaching. Teach- 
ing is putting one’s mind and heart into di- 
rect communication with the minds and hearts 
of your class, and making them feel your in- 
To do this, one 
must make preparation. To make prepara- 


fluence, as a living power. 


tion requires time. It requires more time, or 
less, according to circumstances. But few 


successful teachers occupy less than two or 


three hours a week in preparing for the 
duties of the Sabbath. This perhaps, how- 


ever, ought not to be put to the account of 


the irksomeness of our work. Thus to study, 
is found upon trial so pleasant and profitable 
to the teacher himself, that he seldom counts 
it one of his hardships. 

Besides the private preparation for his own 


class, there is the weekly teachers’ meeting 


to attend. All schools have not such a meet- 


ing. But wherever one is maintained, you 


will deem it a privilege and a duty to be pre- 
sent,and contribute your part towards making 
it useful. This willtake one evening of every 
week, If you are full of occupations, as most 
Sunday-school teachers are, you must needs 
find it a heavy tax upon your time. 

When the Sabbath comes, instead of sitting 
quietly and comfortably at your home, for an 


hour or two after breakfast, reading your 


Bible, or some good book such as you have 
heard your friends speak of, and such as your 
soul longs for, you have to go immediately to 
your class. There you toil continuously for 
an hour and a half, putting forth all the 
energy, mental and moral, that you may be able 
to exert, in the midst often of noise and con- 
fusion, in a room rarely at a proper tempera- 
ture, and still more rarely in an atmosphere 
that you ean breathe with entire physical im- 
punity. After school, come the stated ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, lasting ordinarily from 
an hour anda half to two hours. You have 
barely time to go home and get your dinner, 
before the afternoon session begins, and you 
have a repetition of the labors of the morn- 
ing. If, before night comes, you do not some- 
times find your nervous system ajar, your head 
aching and your limbs weary, and your facul- 
ties jaded, you are blessed with a vigor and a 
power of enduring fatigue beyond that of 
most persons. 

But you are not done even yet. One of 
your scholars was absent from the class, and 
you learn, on inquiry, that he is lying dan- 
gerously ill. Or oneof your scho’ars is way- 
ward and undutiful, and you feel convinced 
that your only means to gain an effectual in- 
fluence over him, is to put yourself in com- 
munication with him at his home. Another 
attends so irregularly, and makes such little 
preparation for the lesson, that your teaching 
is likely to be all lost, unless the co-operation 
of his father and mother can be secured. An- 
other is a most dutiful scholar, but he is poor. 
He needs a pair of shoes, or a coat, or some 
other material aid, which must be supplied 
from some quarter, if he is to continue in the 
class. One, two, three or more hours every 
week have often to be spent in visiting. 

Many, many teachers, men and women, to 
our own personal knowledge, do all, and more 
than all, that is here described. 

A Sabbath-school, if it is worth anything, 
costs money. Besides the original outlay in 
fitting and furifishing a room, there is a con- 
stant expense for heating it and keeping it 
clean, for books of every kind, for Sunday- 
school papers, and so forth. These expenses, 
it is true, ought to be paid, and in many cases 
they are paid, by the congregation. But who 
are the teachers but a part of the congrega- 


tion? Moreover, being themselves more 


directly interested in the school than their 
fellow-worshippers, and more cognizant of its 
wants, the teachers in fact in a great majority 
of cases, not only do the work, but bear the 


expense of the Sabbath-school. 
These things are not said to dishearten you, 


nor to dissuade any one from entering the ser- 


do. He will aim to fix the facts and 
thoughts pertaining to the lesson so clearly | ¢hren, ye do it unto ME”? Think you, that 
in his mind, that in hearing the recitation, he 
_ will have to look very little, if at all, at the 
book. This perfect command of the subject, 
gives him, more than anything else, a real 
power with his class. He can thus look them 
all steadily in the face, and make them feel 
that his mind is in direct communication with 


toil and self-denial. We may 
our eyes to the fact. But is any 
-| great and lasting good ever accomplished 
without sacrifice? Is not the first condition 
of discipleship self-denial? Do we not pro- 
fess it to be the business of our lives to do 
good, and to honor Christ? Has Jesus died 
for us, and are we to undergo no toil or pain 
for him? When Christ travelled, foot-sore 
and weary, about the valleys and hill-sides of 
Judea, teaching the ignorant and ministering 
to the distressed, did he never encounter 
fatigue and vexation? 

Dear Christian friend, be sure, it will cost 
you something to be a faithful Sabbath- 
school teacher. But, if the labor is great, 
the reward is great also. The most laborious 
teachers are just those whom nothing but the 
most imperative necessity can keep out of this 
blessed work. Think you, Jesus means no- 
thing when he says, “inasmuch as ye do 
these things unto the least of these my bre- 


laborious teacher, weary though he may often 
be, is unhappy? Think you, all the promised 
reward is reserved for that glorious world to 
come? No, no, no! Jesus walks with his 
disciples by the way, even here, and often 
when they know him not. Their hearts, they 
know not why, burn within them. They feel 
?| the glow of heavenly love. They are filled 
with joy. They find the promises precious. 
Their hearts are warmed at seeing now and 
then substantial fraits of their labors. They 
know the happiness of being loved by young 
and confiding heats. They find their presence 
welcomed as a ray of pure sunshine in the 
Their place of secret 
prayer, instead of being occupied by cold ab- 
stractions, becomes to them peopled with living 
interests, and they send forth their supplica- 
tions into the ear of their loving Saviour in 
“thoughts that breathe and words that burn.” 
If there is a happy, growing Christian in the 
world, it is the faithful, laborious, pains- 
taking, self-denying Sabbath-school teacher. 





NATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TEACHERS’ CONVENTION, 

To be held at Philadelphia, commencing 
February 22d, 1859. 

The Convention will assemble in Jayne's 
Hall, at 33 P. M. 

Delegates who propose to attend are re- 
quested to send their names by mail to the 
Chairman of the Committee on Entertainment, 
Mr. John W. Sexton, No. 409 Market street, 
not later than February 20th, in order that 
places of entertainment may be assigned to 
them. 

The Committee cannot promise to provide 
for delegates who do not give this timely no- 
tice. Grorer H. Srvarrt, 

Chairman of Committee of Arrangements. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 1st, 1859. 





INGENUITY OF DESPOTISM. 





Among the Continental modes of gagging 
the press, that adopted by the late government 
of Prussia, which has come to light in con- 
sequence of its downfall, is not the least extra- 
ordinary, and evinces no small share of tact and 
craft. The fact that a newspaper in the Prus- 
sian dominions was obnoxious to the ruling 
powers was never notified to the world. The 
hint was given in privacy to the proprietor 
and conductor of the journal; but as the dis- 
pleasure of the government might involve 
the loss of the printing license, and so destroy 
the proprietor’s means of livelihood, it was 
not the less alarming. But the Prussian mini- 
ster had an ingenious method of making 
things pleasant. Whenever a journalist came 
to deprecate his displeasure, he hinted that 
there was an easy method to avoid mishaps 
for the future. There was no need to alter 
the politics of the paper, or even in any great 
degree to modify its tone, would the proprie- 
tor only accept the assistance of a literary 
gentleman, whom the minister would send 
free of all expense to the paper, whose func- 
tion should be to interfere as little as possible 
with the general management, but insert, 
from time to time, and in unsuspected parts 
of the paper, little paragraphs tending to set 
the conduct of the government in a favorable 
light, or it may be, to give explanations of 
some parts of their conduct, which, at its 
first blush, might appear questionable. There 
was usually no alternative between being 
saddled with this unwelcome assistance, or 
forfeiting the right to publish the paper alto- 
gether. It could hardly be expected that 
newspaper proprietors could hesitate when 
such an alternative was presented to them; 
and it now turns out that there was hardly an 
opposition newspaper in Prussia, the expres- 
sion of whose political views was not muffled 
in this way. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


NOTE FROM REV. MR. CUYLER. 


New York, Feb. 7, 1859. 
Dear Editor :—Your New York correspond- 
ent, in his racy and excellent letter of Janu- 
ary 31, has fallen into an error in regard to 
Market Street Church and its pastor. I have 
never advocated the “abandonment of its 
present down town field” by my congrega- 
tion; but I Aare advocated most earnestly the 
formation of a new and large “church for the 
people” by our up town members. I am not 
“ander call” from Chicago, having declined 
the said call four months ago. My beloved 
people intend to labor on down town; and 
certainly there is plenty of work in New York 

without my removal to the West to find it. 
Wishing your new paper all success, I re- 

main yours, ever, T. L. Cuyisr. 








Ws should act in regard to fortune as in 
regard to health, enjoy it when it is good, 
take patience when it is bad, and never use 





vice. God forbid. But let us meet the question | great remedies without extreme need. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

A MISSIONARY INSTITUTION. 

The above is a trite subject. From the 
earliest stage of Sunday-schvol instruction to 
the present, it has been spoken of and re- 
iterated, and it would appear impossible but 
that it should be now well understood. Were 
it so, every school would be a nursery from 
whence might be gathered fruit in such abun- 
dance, as to refresh the thirsty hill of Zion by 
sending faithful laborers to their heights, and 
“causing the wilderness and solitary place to 
rejoice and blossom as the rose” through the 
same instrumentality. But is it so? Some 
schools, it may be, have done all that could 
be desired in furtherance of this great object; 
but we fear that their number is but few, cer- 
tainly very few in comparison with the whole, 
and our object now will be once more to bring 
the whole subject before the mind of the re- 
flecting, with the view of urging an imme- 
diate attention to its d ds 

A preacher of no mean ability has recently 
shown that the number of students for the 
sacred ministry, especially from cities, has 
been deplorably small, and has urged that 
strenuous efforts should be made to correct 
the evil. What more powerful instrumenta- 
lity is there than the Sabbath-school? Yet 
how feebly is this instrumentality put forth! 

We propose, in a few short essays, to show the 
missionary character of Sabbath-schools ;— 
that they were designed originally solely for 





the purpose of bringing within the reach of 


gospel instruction, the poor, the ignorant, the 
degraded ; that, eminently successful in their 
first designs, and producing effects almost in- 
credible to the uninitiated and uninquiring, 
the benefits were extended to those who had 
heretofore, nominally, at least, received all 
necessary religious instruction at home; that 
this was done in order that the sphere of this 
instruetion might be enlarged, and by the at- 
trition of various classes of mind, a strength 
and power elicited that would extend the 
original benefits of the institution even to the 
utmost corners of the earth. 


The mode by which this might be accom- 
plished will be portrayed, and such hints 
given, that if taken up properly and carried 
out vigorously, will, as we think, secure to 
the Sabbath-school such advantages aa will 
soon exhibit its missionary character, and 
clothe it with a glory, which, with all its 
benefits, it has never yet attained. 

That the very first establishment of Sun- 
day-schools, by Robert Raikes, in the city of 
Gloucester, bore the character of a missionary 
work, none can doubt who have paid any at- 
tention to the subject. That benevolent man 
made not the effort to increase the privileges 
of such as were supposed to be already under 
religious instruction at their own homes and 
from their own parents; but seeing that there 
were numbers, who, deprived of such benefits, 
were desecrating holy time by employments 
and amusements, annoying and injurious to 
others, as well as destructive to their own 
best interests, used his personal influence and 
his pecuniary means to draw them within the 
reach of gospel truth and gospel blessings. 
The Saviour’s last words had sounded in his 
ears and entered in to his heart, and he did 
what he could to carry out their full design. 

The example of Robert Raikes was followed 
to the letterand spirit when the institution 
was planted in our own country. Philadel- 
phia led the way in this work. The ‘“So- 
ciety for the institution and support of First 
Day or Sunday-Schools” was organized in 
this city, in 1797. A society for a similar ob- 
ject was formed in New York in 1816. Both 
of these societies are still in active and effi- 
cient operation. 

With the operations of the New York society 
we are personally conversant, and therefore 
can speak with certainty, and we aver that the 
efforts of the founders were such as to show 
that it was a missionary work upon which 
they had entered, and that their great object 
was to obey their Savionr’s behest, and do 
their part in teaching the gospel to such as 
were not already within its blessed influences. 

The lanes and alleys, the cellars and gar- 
rets, the wharves and docks, every place of 
wretchedness and woe, of depravity and sin, 
of evil influence and example were visited and 
canvassed, until thousands of the denizens of 
these places were won by kindness and en- 
treaty, and were induced to assemble at the 
respective rooms hired for the purpose— 
churches and church rooms being in no case 
used—and with the small means then in their 
power, the gospel was taught, and its blessed 
precepts were so impressed upon the hearts of 
the learners as to be the means of leading them 
from paths of iniquity and crime to those of 
usefulness, comfort and happiness. 

Such were the visible effects, that a year 
had scarcely passed before the reform was 
noticed by the secular papers, and every en- 
couragement given to increased exertion, so 
that its benefits might be extended through 
the length and breadth of the great city. 
The numbers thus snatched from degradation 
and ruin were soon counted by thousands, 
and upon a view of the vast success exhi- 
bited, “what hath God wrought!” would spon- 
taneously arise to many a reflective Christian 
mind, 

Thus went on the good work, its very na- 
ture almost impelling those who had volun- 
teered in the cause to incessant and faithful 
action, while the subjects of all this instruc- 
tion, feeling their obligations, made ample 
return by their attendance, attention and im- 
provement. 

Visitation could be made freely and plea- 
santly, the relative position of teacher and 
scholar being such as to take off restraint 
from either side; and thus was the gospel 
preached to the poor at their schools and at 
their dwellings, elevating their position, 
strengthening their minds, improving their 
hearts, and bringing many within the sacred 
enclosures of the true Zion. Great effort was 
necessary on the part of teachers to keep up 
the interesting work, and well did they per- 
form their duty. 

Teachers’ meetings were held weekly, at 
which, in most cases, all were present, and 
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there plans were discussed and adopted, | 
means suggested, determinations made and 
obligations for labor entered into, which soon 
showed <heir fruits in the rapid success of the | 
noble institution. Its missionary character | 
proved an incentive to continued action, and | 
the results were glorious. 
Proper books for the use of the schools | 
were not to be had. These were soon pub- 
lished in sufficient numbers. Reading books | 
were unknown. The want was soon supplied. 
Bibles and Testaments had to be used in 
parts, such was their scarcity. This was soon 
obviated by a demand upon the Bible So- 
ciety, and every possible instrumentality put 
into action in view of the object being one in 
which the recipients of its benefits, from their 
situation in a moral as well as a pecuniary 
sense, were prevented from action in the case. 
In a future communication we will point out 
the change which soon took place in the 
operations of the institution. Y. N.S. 





NOTHING IS LOST. 


Nothing is lost: the drop of dew 
Which trembles on the leaf or flower 
Is but exhaled to fall anew 
In summer’s thunder shower; 
Perchance to shine within the bow 
That fronts the sun at fall of day; 
Perchance to sparkle in the flow 
Of fountains far away. 





Nothing is lost: the tiniest seed 
By wild birds borne or breezes blown, 
Finds something suited to its need, 
Wherein ’tis sown and grown. 
The language of some houschold song, 
The perfume of some cherished flower, 
Though gone from outward sense, belong 
To memory’s after hour. 


So with our words: or harsh or kind, 
Uttered, they are not all forgot; 
They leave their influence on the mind, 
Pass on, but perish not! 
So with our deeds; for good or ill, 
They have their power scarce understood; 
Then let us use our better will 
To make them rife with good! 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


A NEW MOVEMENT 


OF THE CHILDREN. 





Connected with the visit of our very de- 
voted Sunday-school friend, Mr. W., of Brook- 
lyn, to Paris, a year or two since, there has 


eaten 





“We ought to thank God for such good news 
as this, and we hope we shall all be Christians 
before long. Our teachers, and we too, think 
there is nothing so good for schools as pray- 
ing for them, and we ask you to do this for 
us, and we will also promise to pray for you, 
and who knows how much God may bless us 
both. 

“We didn’t have a very large school at 
first, only about twenty, and we were not all 
very orderly, either. But we have learned 
something about order since we came, and 
now we find it easier, and a good deal more 
pleasant to be attentive and quiet. We tell 
you this to encourage you, because you are 
new beginners and may think you cannot get 
along very well, because you ain’t got so many 
as ours or some other schools. But there is 
nothing like perseverance. We've tried it, 
and we hope you will. ? 

“We thank our heavenly Father that Ae has 
done so much for us—in giving us sucha 
good Superintendent, and such kind teachers 
to teach us about the straight and narrow way 
which leads to heaven. 

* * + * x 

“We have also a boy’s meeting attached to 
our Sunday-school, which is very interesting. 
We call it boy’s meeting, but we have as many 
girls as boys. It is asort of church, too, as it 
begins at half-past three, and we always have 
a number of kind gentlemen who come to 
talk to us about Jesus Christ, who suffered 
on the cross for our sins, and died that we 
might live.” 

This extract will illustrate the system so 
fully as to save the necessity of any further 
explanation. R. G. P. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


A REAL LOVE WORK. 


We often hear Christians talk about making 
sacrifices; but who does it? 





Who really ex- 
ercises self-denial? Who foregoes a pleasure ? 
Who tramples upon a passion for the sake of 
Christ and his cause? Remember, not sel- 
fishly, for self-glory, but for the sake of Christ ? 
Look at that professor of religion—take a 
good look at him, at home as well as abroad. 
He gets in a passion just as easily—is just as 
revengeful, just as grum, just as proud, passes 
just as many acquaintances without deigning 
to notice them, as before he made that pro- 
fession. What sacrifice has he made? Lis- 
ten to his tongue. It buzzes just as continu- 
ally about business, parties, fashion—utters 





been initiated and introduced a mutual cor- 
respondence between the little boys and girls 
in the Sabbath-schools of France and those 
of New York and Brooklyn. It has already 
excited considerable interest among the little 
people, and has been the means of commu- 
nicating no small amount of information from 
the Sabbath-schools of one country to those 
of the other. 

The kind friend who opened this medium 
of communication, has taken much pains to 
systematize and perfect the plan, so that it 
may become in the hands of the children po- 
tential for good with the youth of those and 
of all other countries wherever it is carried 
out. Recently some of the children of our 
city have caught up the same idea, and with 
a little suggestive assistance from their 
teachers, they have opened a similar corres- 
pondence with their young mates nearer home. 
In order to convey to your readers some idea 
of what is included in this new plan, I am 
permitted to send you an extract from a let- 
ter from one of the older girls in the Dry Dock 
Mission-School in Avenue D, New York, to 
some of the little girls in one of the Sabbath- 
schools in Hoboken. 

It should be borne in mind that the neigh- 
borhood of this Dry Dock School was former- 
ly occupied by one of the most reckless and 
desperate and uncontrollable lot of youth in 
our city, but almost solely through the in- 
fluence of this school it has been reclaimed, 
and the children are now among the most in- 
teresting and orderly amongst us. The letter 
of the Dry Dock children to the Hoboken 
children, reads as follows: 

* * * “Perhaps we ought to begin by 
introducing ourselves to you. 

“Well, then, we call ourselves the Dry Dock 
Mission Sabbath-School, and we are about 
six years old. Yet we think we know a little 
more than some schools older than that. 
There are little ones in our infant department 
who can answer some questions about the 
things taught in the Bible, which would 
puzzle pretty large boys and girls, and their 
teachers, too, in the heathen schools of India 
and China, which the missionaries tell us 
about. We are quite proud of our little 
sisters and brothers in the infant school. 
They are pretty knowing, some of them, and 
their teacher, Miss R., thinks so, too. 

“We occupy two rooms, besides the infant 
school, and another small room for the Bible 
class. There are eighteen classes down stairs, 
and seventeen classes up stairs. When all of 
us come to the school, we can count up about 
three hundred scholars. We study Bible les- 
sons, and some of us learn verses and hymns. 
Last Sunday, Mr. B., (that is our Superin- 
tendent) said that the children up stairs 
learned upwards of five hundred verses in 
one Sunday, and that we must hurry up or 
they would go ahead of us, as we had not 
learned so many; but I guess they will have 
pretty hard work to do that, for we are going 
to learn just as many as we can every Sunday. 

“We have a very nice library in our school. 
When we first began with it we had but few 
books, and they were very poor; but now we 
we have had one hundred dollars worth of 
books put in our library, and we are going to 
get more added to it. We hope if you have 
not got a nice library you will get one. 
But I have something better to tell you about. 
There are some of our number who love God, 
and who have learned the way to do it in our 
school. Two Sundays ago, when your teacher 
was at our Sabbath-school, Mr. B. told us of 
another that had given his heart to God. He 
no doubt had listened attentively to all that 
was said, and had gone home earnestly seek- 
ing Jesus to be his friend, and now his heart 
is cleansed, and his sins washed away, and 


just as much nonsense as it did before. What 
sacrifice has he made? How much pains, real 
trouble, does he take—how much does he 
bestir himself to get out of bed early that he 
may work for Christ? Not how much does 
he do which he can just as well as not, ac- 
cording to his conscience, but how much does 
he take pains to do? Ah! reader, it cost 
Christ something to do what he has done for 
us. 

For example, how much time do Sabbath- 
school teachers generally spend to get ready 
to go before their classes? ©, I fear that 
many of them offend the Lord with unbeaten 
oil, in going before their classes with that 
which costs nothing—no real study—no agony 
of prayer. A minister that should neither 
study nor pray in order to be ready for the 
pulpit, would be thought a monster. What 
then shall be thought of a Sunday-school 
teacher guilty of the same thing? 

I visited some Sabbath and day teachers, a 
few days since, who are doing a real love work 
and no mistake. The very location is filthy, 
horrid, no fresh air ever known in the street. 
The children are mostly the corrupt offspring 
of corrupt progenitors, many of them bearing 
in their very countenances the marks of the 
beast of passion. Horror !—to be shut up with 
such creatures, not one day, but six days of 
every week! And yet these ladies, for the 
love of the souls entombed in those bodies, 
toil day in and day out. I say for love, for 
they are not obliged to teach for a living. 
This istove. This is sacrificing! 

Not many days ago, a sailor on board of the 
North Crrolina, Brooklyn, began to reason 
with himself. Said he: “I want to bea 
Christian. What must I give up in order to be 
one? I must quit swearing. Well, | am willing 
to do this. I must leave off strong drink; yes; 
well, lam willing. Butthere is chewing and 
smoking; I guess I need not give them up. 
Then he thought about John leaning on the 
Saviour’s bosom, and his mouth full of to- 
bacco! No, no, I must quit this too.” So 
did a sailor a few months since, in joining the 
Mariners’ Church, Water street, of this city, 
and gave the money thus spent to the Lord. 
These were real sacrifices, as | know well 
from experience. 

Reader, it is a fearful question, which we 
Christians must meet, “ What do ye more than 
others?” Wherein do we professors differ from 
those around us? Be careful, be careful— 
judgment must begin at the house of God. 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart.” 


4, BR. 


FORGIVENESS. 





In a school, in a town in Ireland, an in- 
stance occurred some time since, in the mas- 
ter's accidental absence, of one boy being pro- 
yoked to strike another, which was, of course, 
considered a serious ground of complaint. 
On hearing the accusation stated, the master 
came to the determination of punishing the 
culprit; when, to his great surprise, the in- 
jured boy came forward, and earnestly begged 
for the pardon of the offender. The inquiry 
was made, why he should interfere, or wish to 
prevent so just an example. To which he re- 
plied, “I was reading in the New Testament, 
lately, that Jesus Christ said we must forgive 
our enemies ; and I forgive him, and beg he 
may not be punished for my sake.” Such a 
plea, under such circumstances, and urged, 
too, by a child who manifested a conscienti- 
ous regard to the commands of Christ, was 
too powerful to be resisted. The offender 
was, therefore, pardoned, and it is almost 
needless to add, the parents of the boy, and 
indeed many others, were highly delighted at 
hearing of the interesting circumstance. 








Tux best antidote against melancholy is 





1 he can say, 1 am the Lord’s, and he is mine. ] 


| occupation.— Archibald Alexander, 
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A NOBLE CONQUEST. 


One day Annie came to her arithmetic les. 
son with a grieved and angry spirit. She had 
failed in a previous lesson, and sought to 
shield her pride in that child's refuge “I don't 
care,” while her manner betrayed her deep 
vexation. When one wishes to be made an- 
gry, provocations are never wanting, and so 
it proved on this occasion. Scarcely was 
the class seated, when Annie exclaimed in an 
angry tone, ‘Miss F , Ellen has taken 
my book, and rubbed out ali my sums.” 

What a sight! There sat that noble, intelli- 
gent child, whom I loved so dearly, with burn- 
ing cheeks, and eyes blazing defiance, calling 
upon me for redress, for what I almost knew 
must have been an accident. Dy a look of 
kind wonder, I sought to recall her to herself. 
But no; she seemed to find a sort of triumph 
in my astonishment; and though her compa- 
nion assured me that she did not mean to rub 
out the sums, and that asthe book had been 
laid beside her, she had taken it up in mistake 
for her own, still Annie persisted in fancying 
it was done on purpose, 

Wishing to make the matter as trifling as 
possible, I said, I do not intend to look at 
your sums to-day. 





You may wash them 
from your slates, and work the sums as I shall 
give them to you. Inan instant, harmony was 
restored; the pencils moved rapidly, and ex- 
ample after example was quickly performed. 
Still, that face was disfigured by anger. 
I dismissed the class, but as Annie passed me, 
I touched her shoulder, saying in a low tone, 
which could reach her ear alone, “ What a 
noble woman you will make, Annie, if you will 
only control yourself.” At once the breaking 
sunshine in her face told that the cloud of an- 
ger was dissipated. She took her seat, and 
quietly but earnestly attended to her studies. 

Rejoicing in the change, I soon found occa- 
sion to go near, and stooping over her, | whis- 
pered, “he that ruleth his own spirit is bet- 
ter than the mighty. You have made the 
noblest of conquests, for you have controlled 
yourself.” A look expressed her thanks; but 
when the scholars had gone, she still linger- 
ed, and noticing her, I said, ‘“ What is it, An- 
nie?” 

She came and stood directly before me, and 
looking earnestly in my very eyes, said, “ Whar 
is the matter with me? [can't keep right.” 

[ replied, you have many fine qualities ; you 
are quick to perceive truth, and prompt to 
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apply it; you are kind and affectionate, and 
when yeu are ready with your lessons, you are 
pleasant to teach; but,—you are jitfu/. That 
spoils all, because we never know what to de- 
pend upon. You excel to-day and fail to- 
remind me of intermitting 
springs, sometimes met with in mountainous 
regions. 


morrow. You 


These springs are formed in a curi- 
ous manner. In the inside of some mountain 
isa cavity or large hole. The rains falling 
upon the top of this mountain, at length finds 
a little crack, and runs through down into 
this cavity till itis so full that the water forces 
its way out at the side of the mountain, and con- 
tinucs to flow till the cavity io ompty; then it 
stops, of course, tillitis fullagain. Now suppose 
two persons are looking for a home. The first 
thing they will want is waterfor themselves and 
their cattle. One of them sees this great stream, 
and thinks,—I will stay here; this is fine water 
and the land must be good. The other goes 
farther on, finds a smaller stream of living, 
clear, cold water, not rapid, not very deep, but 
he determines to live there. In a few weeks, 
the stream by which the first man lives is dried 
up; he has no water; he wonders what can 
be the matter. He goes to his neighbor a little 
further on, and there is that little stream, full 
and flowing, constant and pure, while his own 
fitful spring has ceased to supply his wants. 
Do you not see, dear Annie, how bad it is to 
be fitful ? 

With an arch look, she inquired as she still 





searched my face, to find in its expression the 
truth of my words, how shall I manage to keep 
the cavity full ?—must it rain all the time?— 
and at the thought, her laugh rang out clear 
and merry. 

“Must you resemblesuch a spring?” I asked. 
“Why not be like the little constant stream. 
Think for a moment. Had you been ready 
for your first recitation this afternoon, you 
would have come to the next lesson in a very 
different spirit. In fact, you would have been 
your own earnest, quick-seeing and amiable 
self; you would not have needed to be told 
that the rubbing out of your sums was but an 
accident, and you would instantly have ac- 
cepted the explanation given by your com- 
panion, instead of rudely repelling her by dis- 
believing her words. Above all, you would 
not have stooped to be angry about sich a 
trifle. Think, Annie, should woman be angry ? 
She has power over others, but it is by gentle 
means, by the constant exercise of love.” 

Annie’s eyes sought the floor, fora moment, 
then lifting them to mine, she said, “I shall be 
ashamed to be angry any more; but Miss F., 
you like to know a great deal, you do not 
wish to be the little stream.” 


“I do love dearly to gain knowledge,” I re- 
plied, “and to tell you allI know, but I want 
to be like the constant, not like the fitful 
Stream, and these never-failing springs form 
at length the mighty river, which rolls onward 
in quiet grandeur to the ocean. I have seen 
your lip curled in scorn at the efforts of some 
of your companions who do not learn as 
quickly as you, but you may decide for your- 
self whether their efforts are more constant. 
Why should you not control that one bad 
habit, and become the noble, useful woman 
God intended you to be.” 

“Ah, Miss F., I will try, but I do not 
know how you make things so plain. I 
never know what you are going to say about 
anything, and when you are done I can never 
see why I did not think of it myself,’ andaway 
she bounded with a light heart, for she saw 
the obstacle which lay in the way of her im- 
provement, and felt her will strong enough to 
remove it. M, 


Ix ail negotiations of difficulty a man may 
not look to sow and reap at once, but must 


prepare business, and so ripen it by degrees.—~ 
Bacon, 
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lille haps tive On Sunday-school, 
_but who had perhaps never been taught at 
home to honor the day, or the commandments 
of God, Alas, when parents are neglectful, 


and w how must we pity the conci- 
. tion of thoir children. One of these boys I 
had conversed with only a few days before, 
: ough he had once been in a Sunday- 
‘and for some time in a week-day 





p these young skaters as happy as rs 
Sees dy Ricks thks cate eaietet Might 
they not have had more pleasure in some 
other employment on this day of rest? Would 
they not be more likely, if God should spare 
their lives, to be a blessing and comfort to 

_ their parents, by their kindness and obedience, 

if they had been taught to hallow the Sab- 
bath-day? What will the end be of sucha 
beginning ? 

Close by the comfortable homes of some of 
these skaters my path lay. Persons more in- 
dustrious and hard working than their pa- 
rents could nowhere be found. God had 
blessed their honest industry, the earth had 
yielded to them her increase, the rain and 
dews of heaven had watered their land, the 
warm sun shone upon it, and had ripened its 
fruits for them abundantly, But do they give 
honor to him from whom all these blessings 
come? Do they meet with his people to wor- 
ship before him on his holy day? Do they 

seek, by example and by precept, to bring up 
their children in the right path? May the 
Lord lead them to consider these things be- 
fore it is forever too late! 

But I have lingered upon my way. The 
piece of wood on the elevated ground on my 
right hand is quickly passed: so rich and 
beautiful in its shade and coloring in summer 
days, how the cold wind whistles now through 
the leafless branches, yet the fine outlines of 
the noble forest trees are more plainly marked 
against the blue sky. Again I was by the 
bank of the bright river, where it poured over 
a barrier erected to afford slack water navi- 
gation (as it is called) to the canal boats, 
which here may glide smoothly on its broad 
stream, as they would do on the bosom of some 
peaceful lake. The sound of the falling water 
fell most pleasantly on my ear, (it could be 
heard at the distance of full half a mile,) and 
the great beauty of the fall, could not but detain 
me for a moment, though it was familiar to 
my sight. 

Then I passed rapidly on, the hills rising 
more abruptly and boldly on my right hand, 
stretching down almost to the edge of the 
water, only the road winding between; and 
soon [ reached the <pot where the deep foun- 
dations, and steep sides, and to the very sum- 
mit of these “ everlasting hills,” all is of 
massive stone. Here an immense quarry is 
dug out of the rock, and blocks of stone are 
lying everywhere around. ' 

Grand and impressive is the sight of these 
lofty piles of solid rock, rifted and riven by 
the quarrymen, and blown off in pieces as 
needed constantly for various uses, yet seem- 
ing scarcely to diminish in extent and quan- 
tity. 

“Do you not remember,” said a dear friend 
to me, her whole manner expressive of deep 

ng, as we stood not long since gazing 
upon this “wondrous work” of the Creator, 
“do you not remember how many precious 
texts we have in the Bible, in which the hills 
‘and the mountains are mentioned as illustra- 
tions? Think of this one only, if there were 
no other, ‘For the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed; but my kindness 
shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee.’” 

“There is one other also,” I replied, “we 
might think of here; that one where he is 
spoken of ‘as the shadow of « great rock in 
a weary land. ” 

Often had I looked me the wonderful 
scene before me, but in the solitary walk of 
which I am now writing, my attention was 
arrested by a new charm, and I gazed upon it 
with admiration. The snow had melted on 
the upper portions of rock, and falling in 
streams of water down their rugged sides, 
had frozen as it fell, and most remarkable was 

the beauty of these icy cascades, and of the 
fringes of long, thick icicles, as they hung 
from the projecting ledges of rock. I was 
reminded of the description given by some 


fF on my way: the hill up 
led is ascended ; I leave the 


must give ine‘ruction and_pleasure to multi- 


the “Soldier's Return” is fine ; his position as 


he stands, his soldier’s dress, his eager, 
anxious gaze through the window of his own 


his long absent master at the window, how 
true to life is the whole! The sweet picture, 
also, in the corner of the first page, of the 
two children bending over “Our Little Bro- 
ther,” in the cradle, is quite charming. 

The children will love this little paper, and 
it will do them good; in country and in city 
also, it will be alike a favorite visitor.  C. 
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THE PET LAMB. 


In Judea, when the shepherds are leading 
their flocks from one pasture to another, they 
are accustomed to call each sheep by name. 
Our Saviour alludes to this im the beautiful 
tenth chapter of John, where he says: 

“He calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them out.” 

Some in the flock are more affectionate and 
dutiful than others. These cling close to the 
shepherd. They linger near him, and feed 
where his eye can see them. Others love to 
wander, and they often forsake the rest, and 
lose themselves in dark paths and tangled 
wilds, where the shepherd is troubled to find 
them. He searches over hill and dale, in 
every nook and corner where a truant might 
hide, till he has found and restored it to his 
fold. 

If again it wander, the shepherd has a last 
resource. He lifts the little lamb up in his 
arms, and the wayward mother follows close- 
ly after him. 

So our good Shepherd leads his flock. 
When the frail child of his love, forgetful of 
his tenderness and compassion, goes seeking 
after worldly pleasures, the gentle One 
reaches down from heaven his pierced hand, 
and takes the treasure away. “Where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

Mother, is your home lonely, because the 
little foot that made such music in it, has 
gone to patter across “the starry floor of 
heaven?” Because, in dreams of the night, 
you catch glimpses of the radiant eyes, that 
once smiled lovingly to you, of clustering 
curls that you twined often around a brow 
that now is dust? Because your fairest bud 
is broken? Ah! 





But one dead lamb is there. 
There is no household, howsoe’er defended, 
But hath one vacant chair.” 


When Christ sees his ransomed ones for- 
saking their first love, he woos them to him- 
self, by taking their idols to lie in his bosom. 
Heaven seems nearer and dearer when a pet 
lamb is there. , 

From many a little Sabbath-school circle a 
dear one has gone to tread the hills of light. 
Teacher, have any gone from your especial 
charge? Let their memory return to you as 
a charm, luring you to more love and deva- 
tion. It is sweet to think of the saved, who 
have passed through the dark waters, and are 
safe by the river of life. There may we all 
meet at last. M, E. M. 

Brooklyn, Feb. 4, 1859. 





PRESENCE OF MIND. 





While the present Prince of Prussia, then 


an infant of some three years of age, was 
staying at the Palace of Babelsberg, by some 


negligence of his nurse he was left alone for 
a few minutes in an apartment on the third 
floor. With the marvellous instinct of mis- 
chief peculiar to children of that age, the lit- 
tle prince took immediate advantage of the 
absence of the nurse to accomplish a feat, of 
which he had doubtless been for a long time 
ambitious, and which consisted in an agree- 
able walk outside the window, upon the nar- 
row ledge of the coping stone, whence he 
could conveniently climb up the back of the 
lion rampant which supports the entablature 
of the frontispiece which adorns the building. 
A blacksmith’s workman, who had been sent 
for to execute some repairs in the palace, was 
just coming up the garden, and beheld with 
horror the situation of the child. With true 
presence of mind, he hastened gently to the 
spot beneath the window, following every 
movement of the urchin with the keenest 
anxiety, and extending wide his leather apron 
as he gazed upwards to watch the first symp- 
tom of giddiness which should occur to the 
bold little adventurer. As the child drew 
nearer to the lion, the ledge no longer afforded 
such firm footing, and presently, with a loud 
ery, he pitched over, from that terrific height, 
right into—the leather apron of the black- 
smith, which sustained the shock without 
failing, and in another moment the little prince 
was restored safe and well to his royal pa- 
rents, who, in token of their gratitude, took 
immediate charge of the fortune of the brave 
young workman, and bestowed upon him a 
handsome pension with the title of baron, to 
both of which he has done honor during a 
well-spent, useful life.” 





Soms people believe sometimes that they 
hate flattery, when they hate only the manner 





of flattering. 


“country, who have not 
fore the chilren inthe cite, value them more 
y this little paper must be useful, and 


tudes. How beautiful it is! The picture of 


a | house, most interesting. The indoor view of 
‘| his home, too—his wife, the faithful dog, who 
looks as if he had just caught a glimpse of 


“ There is no flock, however watched and tended, 
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QUESTIONS FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 


BY A \ PASTOR. 
THE MARYS.—(ConTInvep.) 
Who is our advocate with the Father? 1 
John, 2: 1. 
Can we have any other? 
Do we need any other? 


lene,” as applied to one of the Marys? 

Where is Magdala mentioned? Luke 8: 2. 

Where is Mary Magdalene first mentioned ? 
Luke 8: 2. 

‘What reason is there to suppose her identi- 
cal with the woman mentioned? Luke 7: 37- 
47. 

“Did demoniacal possession indicate bad 
moral character? 

How many devils were cast out of Mary? 

In what company isshe found? Luke 8: 3. 

What does this indicate of her moral and 
social standing ? - 

What great honor was assigned to her in 
the scenes of the resurrection ? 

What is recorded in Matt. 27: 55-567 

Did she see Jesus die? 

Did she see where Jesus was laid? 
15: 47; Luke 23: 55. 

Who was first at the sepulchre on the re- 
surrection morning? Joln 20: 1. 

When she saw the stone rolled away, what 
did she do? 

Did she return with Peter ? 

When they had gone, what did Mary do. 
John 20: 11. 

What followed? John 20: 11-17. 

Whom then did Jesus select in preference 
to all the Apostles, as the first witness of his 
resurrection. 

What did she do when she had seen the 
Lord? John 20: 18. 

Did they believe her? Luke 24: 10-11. 

Was the fact of Christ’s resurrection of 
much importanccas an historical fact? 1 Cor.: 
15; 12-19. 


Mark 



















What is the meaning of the term “ Magda- | @ 


tures before me, of 1458,) and read aloud 
some of those sublime passages which used 
to delight me on my father’s knee. 

But I fear, my dear friend, I shall tire you 
with my prolix account of what was # plea- 
sant Sabbath, spent in the company of one 
who has filled a very large space in our po- 
litical and literary annals. 

Thanking you for your report, and heartily 
concurring with you in the truth of your 
, that “ right exalteth a na- 
tion, but sin is a reproach to any people,” I 
remain, with a high regard, your friend, 

oomei WepsTeR. 


tati 
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RELATIONSHIP TO CHRIST. 


We all feel far more intimately than we can 
explain, the sweetness and beauty of natural 
relationships. The beloved Aome-circle, so 
bound together and interlinked that no power 
but death can sever it—the husband and the 
wife, cherishing the holiest and most unsel- 
fish devotion whose light can be kindled in 
the human bosom—the father and the mother, 
in pure love-concert studying the benefit and 
happiness of the sons and daughters who bless 
and enliven the household—the brothers and 
sisters, faithful and generous in affection, 
harmonious in purpose, earnest and beauti- 
fully filial in deportment—these are indeed 
the lineaments of an Eden-family; such as 
“all the families of the earth” might have 
been, had not sin and its train of woe and 
death been treacherously smuggled in, to 
turn even a Paradise into a scene of defeat, 
disappointment, and misery. 

Still our relationships, and the affections 
they inspire and maintain, are the fountains 
whence we derive our highest human enjoy- 
ment. These, in their legitimate gush and 
play, embody and exhibit most of man as he 
was designed to be in the original plan, when, 
the master-piece of the divine artist, he was 
placed in a home of incomparable loveliness, 
and provision was made to add the perfection 
of happiness to his own completeness, by the 
establish t of the earliest and tenderest of 








From the Maine Evangelist 


DANIEL WEBSTER’S LETTER ON 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 





Mr RSHFIELD, June 15, 1852. 

Pror. Pease:—Dear Sir—I have received 
your very able and interesting annual report 
of the condition of the New York Sabbath- 
School Association, and read it with great 
pleasure and instruction. It is gratifying, 
very gratifying, to learn that in “a city where 
vice and immorality run riot with impunity,” 
a few humble Christians have devoted their 
time and energies to the cause of religion, 
and I fervently pray that your labors may be 
crowned with success. 

The Sabbath-school is one of the great in- 
stitutions of the day. It leads our youth in 
the path of truth and morality, and makes 
them good men and useful citizens. Asa 
Wschool of religious instruction it is of ines- 
timable value ; as a civil institution it is price- 
less, and has done more to preserve our liber- 
ties than grave statesmen and armed soldiers. 
Let it then be fostered and preserved until the 
end of time! 

I once defended a man charged with the 
awful crime of murder. At the conclusion of 
the trial I asked him what could induce him 
to stain his hands with the blood of a fellow 
being. Turning his bloodshot eyes full upon 
me, he replied, in a voice of despair, ‘“ Mr. 
Webster, in my youth I spent the holy Sab- 
bath in evil amusements, instead of frequent- 
ing the house of prayer and praise.” Could 
we go back to the early years of all hardened 
criminals, I believe, yes, firmly believe, that 
their first departure from the path of morality 
was when they abandoned the Sabbath-school, 
and their subsequent crimes might thus be 
traced back to the neglect of youthful reli- 
gious instruction. 

Many years ago I spent a Sabbath with 
Thomas Jefferson, at his residence in Virginia. 
It was in the month of June, and the we«ther 
was delightful. While engaged in discussing 
the beauties of the Bible, the sound of a bell 
broke upon our ears, when turning to the sage 
of Monticello, I remarked, ‘‘ How sweetly, how 
very sweetly sounds that Sabbath bell!” The 
distinguished statesman for a moment seemed 
lost in thought, and then replied: “ Yes, my 
dear Webster, yes, it melts the heart, it calms 
our passions, and makes us boys again.” 
Here I observed that man was only an animal 
formed for religious worship, and that not- 
withstanding all the sophistry of Epicurus 
Lucretius and Voltaire, the Scriptures stood 
upon a rock as firm, as unmovable as the 
truth itself. That man, in his purer, loftier 
breathings, turned the mental eyes toward 
immortality, and that the poet only echoed 
the general sentiment of our nature in saying 
that 


“The soul, secure in her existence, 
Smiles at the drawn dagger, and defies its point.” 


Mr. Jefferson fully concurred in this opinion, 
and observed that the tendency of the Ameri- 
can mind was in a different direction; and 
that Sunday-schools—he did not use our more 
correct term Sabbath—presented the only le- 
gitimate means of avoiding the rock on which 
the French republic was wrecked. “Burke,” 
said he, “never uttered a more important 
truth than when he exclaimed that a religious 
education was the cheap defence of nations.” 
“Raikes,” said Mr. Jefferson, ‘has done more 
for our country than the present generation 
will acknowledge; perhaps when I am cold 
he will obtain his reward; I hope so, earnest- 
ly hope so. I am considered by many, Mr. 
Webster, to have little religion, but now is 
not the time to correct errors of this sort. I 
have always said, and always will say, that 
the studions perusal of the sacred volume will 
make better citizens, better fathers, and better 
husbands.” Of the distinguished Raikes, he 
was “‘calrum et venerabile nomen.” 1 took the 
liberty of saying that I found more pleasure 
in Hebrew poetry than in the best productions 
of Greece and Rome. That the “harp upon 
the willows by Babylon” had charms for me 
beyond anything in the numbers of the blind 
man of Smyrna. I then turned to Jeremiah, 
(there was a fine folio edition of the Scrip- 





all heaven-sanctioned relations. 

It is, no doubt, with reference to our spon- 
taneous recognition of the pleasures and ad- 
vantages of human connections, that Christ 
proposes and engages arelationship to him- 
self. “He stretched forth his hands to his 
disciples,” and he still stretches them forth to 
his followers, of whatever name or nation, the 
highborn or the lowly, the learned or the igno- 
rant, the master or the servant, and says : 

“Behold my mother and my brethren!” 

What visions of precious family joy spring 
up in the heart at the allusion! And what 
conditions of adoption into the household of 
God does he specify? Only one—and that 
the-most obviously reasonable and natural in 
the world—obedience to its all-wise and all- 
merciful head. ‘“ Whosoever shall do the 
will of my Father, which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother and sister and mother.” 
He shall share in the love of Jesus the “elder 
brother,” and in the love of a Father who 
himself so loved those to whom the proposal 
of alliance is made, that he sacrificed his only 
Son to make the adoption possible. Farther, 
he shall be an heir of God, and joint heir with 
Christ of all the glory.and happiness which 
the sovereign Lord of the universe can be- 
stow ! 

By virtue of our relationship to Christ, we 
can go to him for consolation in the hour of 
sorrow, for light when gloom and darkness 
shrovd the soul, for rescue when temptations 
beset us, for defence when foes within and 
foes without assail us, fortriumph when flesh 
and heart fail, and for a glorious acquittal 
at the great last assizes. When a selfish 
world would pass us by without a single 
thought of sympathy, Jesus comes and whis- 
pers, “Fear not—lo I_am with you alway.” 
When storms of unrest sweep through the 
soul, Jesus comes and commands a calm. 
“ Peace, be still’—and the wild waves grow 
quiet, and rainbows overarch the threatening 
cloud, and all is peace. 

Let us study to be faithful to the simple 
and easy condition, that we may claim the 
advantages of adoption into the family of God, 
and the blessedness of having Christ for our 
“elder brother.” * 
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THE RULING SIN. 


The sin to which the Jewish converts to 
Christianity were “most easily beset,” was 
that of apostasy. Against this the whole 
arguments of the Apostle in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews, was directed. They were peculiarly 
liable to this sin, in consequence of their 
former attachment to the religion of their 
fathers, and their lingering prejudices in its 
behalf; added, also, to which, the persecutions 
to which they were now subjected. 

This was the sin, which “ beset” them, stood 
around, and ever confronted them. Where- 
ever they turned in Judea, and among their 
own people ; in the family, in the synagogue, 
in the temple, and in society, this sin met 
them. The temptation therefore to yield 
was grievous and sore. The predominance of 
a great, antagonistic religion, like that of 
Judaism, must have had a depressing influ- 
ence over the Hebrew Christians, just such as 
that of the Papacy would have, over Protes- 
tants, living under the shadow of St. Peter’s 
in Rome. 

The “laying aside every weight,” in running 
the Christian race, had allusion to the incum- 
brances in the way of dress, &c., which the 
athlete, in the Olympic games, laid aside, in 
order to “run well.” Everything that im- 
pedes the Christian progress in the way of 
life must be dispensed with. This requires 
self-denial, courage, and hope. These vir- 
tues are as much demanded now as then. 
Every sinful attachment, every hurtful lust, 
all unholy affections, are so many impedi- 
ments in our way; but in all there is some 
one ruling sin, some strong temptation, or 
some pursuit in life peculiarly liable to lead 
us away from God and from Heaven. 

Let us look at its operations, causes, and 
remedy. 








These you will find in your thoughts, your 





affections, and pursuits. What are the things 
that most tempt you? What would destroy 
one, will not touch another. Like Haman, 
are you envious of-some Mordecai? Watch, 
then, against envy. This may prove 4 sore 
temptation to you. Like the sons of Jacob, 
do you lay plots against a brother? This is 
sometimes seen in the family, in the church, 
and in society. Like Nabal, do you deny 
yourself all social enjoyments, and deny 
them to others, in your desire to obtain 
wealth, or for sordid gain? Nabal came nigh 
losing his life by it. He would have lost 
his life, had it not been for his more 
gentle and sensible wife. Like Samson, are 
you willing to forego honor, virtue, and 
patriotism, for the love of sensual pleasure? 
Be on your guard; your locks will be shorn, 
and your strength will fail you. Like the 
sons of Belial, do you give yourselves up to 
riot, debauchery, and drink? Remember 
their end. Like the men.in the Parable, do 
you stand all the day idle, gaping in the 
streets, telling old yarns, engaging in petty 
slanders and idle gossip ? 

Examine your mind under the preaching of 
the Word. When convinced of your duty as 
a sinner, what keeps you back—chains you to 
your seat—and to your life of sin and folly? 
It may be some bad habit, or some natural 
temperament—avarice, lust, pride, or resent- 
ment. It may be the fear of man, that bring- 
eth a sneer, or “ What will Mrs. Grundy say?” 
These may have struck their roots deep in 
your childhood, and have grown up into your 
life, and have become a ruling passion. To 
these may be added temptations arising from 
poverty; temptations arising from wealth ; 
temptations arising from unworthy friend- 
ships ; and temptations from pleasure or gain. 

To overcome these, first find out what “the 
sin” is which “ besets” you, and take up arms 
against it. Then consider the danger to 
which it exposes you. A good captain al- 
ways defends the weakest part of his fortifi- 
cations. Confess the besetting sin to some 
judicious friend who can aid you—*Con- 
fess your faults one to another.” Fer- 
vently pray to God against this sin, and 
seek for strength from on high, and it will be 
given you. To prayer, add untiring vigilance, 
and success is certain. And remember it is 
one thing “to be overtaken by a fault,” and 
quite a different thing to “ overtake” one. 

Christianity not only demands the more 
facile, but the sterner virtues. The tree that is to 
last the longest, and to spread its arms boldly 
heavenward, strikes its roots the deepest, and 
lays hold of the primitive rock underlying it. 
It fears not the heat of summer, nor the blasts 
of winter ; when these come, it doffs its leaves, 
so as tolet the storm pass through the branches 
without any obstruction. How stately and 
grand it looks! It is a king in the forest, and 
all the little trees do it homage, and acknow- 
ledge its supremacy and protection. 

To faith, then, add courage, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, and all the other robust 
virtues of the Christian life. And you will 
not fail of an entrance into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. J. C. 


GOING 10 THE OPERA. 


No recent issue of the American Sunday- 
School Union has elicited so much attention, 
as the little volume with this title. 
this weck another extract from it. 
I have another objection to your frequent- 
ing the Opera:—it has respect to the per- 
formers : 

An indiscriminate denunciation of the 
whole dramatic profession could only recoil 
upon its author. It would be easy to specify 
individuals of that calling, male and female, 
who have preserved through life an unsullied 
reputation. Society has rewarded their his- 
trionic or musical gifts with its admiration, 
and their private virtues with its confidence. 
And yet no impartial person will maintain 
that the profession, as such, is distinguished 
for its morality. I may go further than this. 
It will be conceded that the prevalent tone of 
morals among dramatic performers, as a 
body, is bad. Not only so, but the public 
make less account of a bad moral character 
in that calling than in any other. Some of 
the most applauded actors and actresses of 
our day have been persons of known immo- 
rality of life. But this made no impression 
upon the public. The feeling appears to be, 
that we ought to be tolerant of these obliqui- 
ties in a profession exposed to so many 
temptations. And this suggests the very 
thought I wish to present to you. 

Here is a profession so beset with entice- 
ments to evil, that those of its members who 
escape the contamination of vice are regarded 
as the exception, not the rule. A large pro- 
portion of them, it is well understood, fall 
victims to their depraved appetites, and die 
early. It will be deemed no kibel upon them 
to say that, as a class, they are not in the 
habit of frequenting the house of God. Sun- 
day is their day of feasting and recreation. 
It is more than this: wherever the public 
sentiment will tolerate it, it is, by pre-emi- 
nence, their day of crowded houses and lucra- 
tive performances. In continental Europe, 
Sabbath evening is the gala-night for the 
Opera and the theatre. The very singers 
who allured you to the Opera are in the con- 
stant habit, when at home, of playing on 
Sunday. I think you will find, on inquiry, 
that the formal opening of the Academy of 
Music im our city on Ash Wednesday of last 
year (1857) was preceded by a Sunday 
rehearsal. 

That you can approve of such things is, of 
course, out of the question. You see, as 
plainly as I do, that this mode of life is all 
wrong,—wrong for this world, and a thou- 
sand-fold worse for the world to come. You 
see that it is surrounding these people with 
spiritual dangers of an appalling character ; 
and that, great as you feel the difficulties to 
be in the way of your own salvation, you 
would not exchange places with one of them, 
for all the worlds the Creator has ever formed. 
And yet you can lend your influence to keep 
them in this position! For the sake of a little 
transient gratification, you can overlook the 
fearful hazards which they must run in minis- 


We give 





tering te your pleasure. 





It will not do to say that your going to the 
Opera can have no such tendency as this, 
since men and women will continue to devote 
themselves to this occupation irrespective of 
anything you may do. These amusements 
live on patronage. If there were no patrons, 
there would be no actors. Every individual 
who frequents the Opera gives his sanction 
to that profession just as i is; and says, in 
effect, more forcibly than he could say it by 
words, that these actors and vocalists are 
“right” in devoting themselves to a scheme 
of life which, by its legitimate tendency, de- 
prives them of a Sabbath, indisposes them to 
all serious thought, severs them from the fel- 
lowship of Christian people, exposes them to 
the seductions of vice, and jeopards their 
eternal well-being ;—and all this that they 
may furnish amusement to their fellow crea- 
tures! This is the purport, unvarnished and 
unexaggerated, of your example, every time 
you go to the Opera, Depend upon it, you are 
enjoying yourself at a terrible cost to these 
people. They have souls to be saved or lost, 
as well as you. Bound to you by the ties of 
a common humanity, they are entitled to 
your pity, to your sympathies, to your prayers. 
As a professor of religion, you may not inno- 
cently neglect any opportunity of promoting 
their salvation : still less may you lay even a 
pebble in the way of their return to God. 
The spirit of Christianity is a spirit of noble 
philanthropy and of self-denial. But you are 
hindering, not helping, their salvation. The 
paramount end with you is your own gratifi- 
cation, even though they must suffer by 
it. Pardon me, but there is a selfishness 
here which would be unworthy of you 
even if you did not bear the Christian name. 
A truly generous nature will scorn to seek 
enjoyment which is purchased by the unre- 
quited privations and perils of another. And 
so, 1am persuaded, you would have decided 
in this case, had you properly considered the 
bearing of your conduct upon these per- 
formers. 


He who believes that he can find something 
in himself wherewith to do without every- 
body, is much deceived; but he who believes 
that people can do without him, is much more 
deceived. 
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